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Aim

 To give a short overview of methodological work on 
overviews at our institute

 To present ideas for further research
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Description
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Open questions

• Are there any prerequisites for conducting an overview?
• How should authors deal with overlapping reviews, when 

primary studies are included in more than one review?
• How should authors deal with discordant results among 

reviews?
• When and how to search additionally for primary studies?
• How should authors assess the quality of included reviews?
• How should authors grade the quality of evidence?
• What is the best way for synthesizing evidence in overviews?
• What is the best way to present findings/results?

Pieper D, Antoine SL, Morfeld JC, Mathes T, Eikermann M. Methodological approaches in conducting overviews: 
current state in HTA agencies. Res Synth Methods. 2014 Sep;5(3):187-99. doi: 10.1002/jrsm.1107. Epub 2013 Dec 10.
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Satisfactory answers not found
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Does it make a difference
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Updating of included reviews is important
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Making overviews up-to-date

Pieper D, Antoine SL, Neugebauer EA, Eikermann M. Up-to-dateness of reviews is often neglected in overviews: a 
systematic review. J Clin Epidemiol. 2014 Dec;67(12):1302-8. doi: 10.1016/j.jclinepi.2014.08.008. Epub 2014 Oct 1.
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Overlapping reviews



Institut für Forschung in der
Operativen Medizin IFOM

Conflicts/Declarion of interests

“Our analysis showed that dual (co-)authorship was prevalent in 
Cochrane overviews and carried a considerable potential for bias”
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Avenues for further research

• Standardized terms and definition(s) needed
• Balancing the needs of different users (clinicians, 

consumer representatives, policy makers)  who will read 
the overview?

• Presenting results
• Registration and Database of Overviews
• Different objectives of overviews – different methods or 

size fits all?
• Reporting and Quality Assessment

(not exhaustive)
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Thank you for your attention!

dawid.pieper@uni-wh.de
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